Cutaneous melanoma in childhood: incidence and prognosis.
The incidence and prognosis of cutaneous melanoma in children under 13 years of age has always been difficult to assess. The main reasons for this difficulty include the rarity of melanoma in children, referral biases from investigating institutions, changing conceptions in the histological diagnosis of true melanoma, and the lack of large enough study groups with sufficient follow-up to estimate 10-year survival rates. The present study documents 32 cases of childhood cutaneous melanoma drawn from the records of two large referral centres in New South Wales, Australia: the Sydney Melanoma Unit and the Newcastle Melanoma Unit in order to demonstrate some of the difficulties in the assessment of incidence and prognosis in children.